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Enjoyably Evington
Pride in our streets starts with a litter-free
neighbourhood.

Volunteers wanted: 1 bag, 1 grabber
Start your own street. (See page 6)

Unite the Union y/

Fighting for jobs, pay & conditions P’

Join Today!
Riverside Building , 102 Bath Lane, Friars Mill, Leicester,LE3 5BJ U I I I e

Tel: 01162 532 020 or 0845 605 2190.
(For a free welcome pack when calling quote - EM LE19) theUNION




The Echo Team

Helen Pettman - Editor 2204525
Mobile 07910431044
Nilesh Chauhan - Treasurer
Jason Chauhan - Graphics
Reporters/Contributers - See names with
articles
Chris Hossack - Distribution lead 2415153
Harry Pettman - Distribution 2204525
Ben Sherriff - Distribution 2739709
Julia Hughes and Addy Tyler - Proof readers
Website: evingtonecho.uk
Email: evingtonecho@gmail.com
Facebook: evington echo

Evington Echo is a project of the charity
Friends of Evington. It is regulated by
Impress. It is a member of the
Independent Media Association .

[ 2026  [Deadline - Fri. [Published -Thur|
April/May  [13th March 2nd April
lune/July 15th May 4th June
Aug./§ept. 10th July 30th July

Editorial

The Friends of Evington, the charity that
manages the Evington Echo, has been
reflecting on the publication’s history and
mission. Since the first independent issue
in 1981, the editors have aimed to be a
“non-political, general interest paper”
that showcases local news and stories.
The founding editor, Angela Plowman,
emphasised the importance of community
involvement, saying: “We want to print
YOUR news, so tell us about your
neighbourhood, your street and even your
home.”

Over the past 45 years, our community
has evolved, and we have adapted to
changing needs. However, our core

mission remains the same and aligns with

our charitable values: “To protect and
improve the local environment, uniting
the community and partners to advance
education, inclusive recreation and
residents’ quality of life.”

Editorial approach

As a community-run publication, we strive
to provide a platform for diverse voices
and perspectives, in line with our
charitable objects and commitment to
neutrality. We have reviewed our editorial
approach to ensure our content remains
balanced and inclusive. Unfortunately,
this means we can no longer publish
articles  submitted by individual
councillors. We appreciate the efforts of
all our local representatives in supporting
community initiatives and events.

This issue’s cover theme

The front cover of this issue features roads
that have Neighbourhood Watch groups,
It’s Your Neighbourhood groups, or other
groups that loosely fall under the title
“Enjoyably  Evington”. The word
enjoyably is deliberately used as an
adverb to indicate that it is the process—
not just the end result—that matters. (See
the article on page 6.)

Thanks and fundraising update
Many thanks to the management of The
Cedars and to everyone who has helped
by donating to and buying from the bric-a-
brac table. After raising enough money for
the defibrillator, the Friends of Evington
trustees have gone on to raise funds for
Christmas events and over £300 for
environmental projects. All funds go into
the Friends of Evington bank account. Our
major projects include the Evington Echo
magazine, the Evington Echo website,
and support for social and environmental
groups around Evington.

Local notices and updates
Please be aware that there are new
parking restrictions at Tesco, Hamilton.

EVINGTON CHAPEL

(Baptist)

Welcome to our meetings

“We preach not curselves,
but Christ |esus the Lord”

: ﬁ\ Printank

Printank Limited

2 Bay :trem Leicester LE1 JBH t: ﬂ"Hh 2519737

Sunday : | lam and épm

Wednesday : 7.30pm
Other meetings as announced

www.evingtonchapel.org.uk

For further information contact01 16 24 12087
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DESIGN

* Brochures
* Newsletters

The by-election for Stoneygate ward,
following the death of Clir. Manjula
Sood, will be held on Thursday 19th
February. An obituary for Cllr. Manjula
Sood appears on page 11.

The closing date for sealed bids for
Evington Park House was Friday 9th
January. The Council will now decide
which bids are valid, then shortlist and
score them against its criteria to identify
an organisation to take on the leasehold
of the property or not.

Website-articles since the last issue
Since the last Evington Echo magazine,
the following articles have been published
exclusively on the Evington Echo website
(evingtonecho.uk):

* Festive Day Walking on New Year’s Day
*Leicester Museum preparing for
Evington Road exhibition

*Beware Creeping Development

*Cyclist seriously injured in Evington
*Houghton Lodge Farm — The Mystery
Deepens

*Houghton Lodge Farm — an update
*Church Road Traffic Calming consultation
in Evington

*Moving the Deck Chairs again

*Holiday Centre bus schedules for routes
22/22a/22e

*What Christmas means to Evington
*New Year 2026 — will you be making a
resolution?

*New Year 2026 — How to sustain your
resolution

*Move to tackle Evington Road parking
chaos

*Bedbugs in Evington

*Reporting domestic abuse in Leicester
*Spotlight on  Arts’  exhibition:
‘Computala’

*Business rates hikes could force closures
in rural areas and on high streets
*Vehicle theft in Evington Ward
*Armchair Fan — Leicester City Football
Club

Helen Pettman

« REWRES
o SHIKE ALARNS
= w CASUMER BNIT (HANEES
JPELECTRICAL = ACRTIONS E ATERGACRES
Rkl sovice eranned  LIBATIN £ SOLKET ISTALLATION
Froveshraies Kabicy | EYECYRICAL INSTRLLITION CIVMBITION: REPCRTS{ERRY
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Ha jab foe wmall w ELECTRICAL TESTING AME CERTIFICARION
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Email- J PELECTRICAL E0HOTMAI
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« Promotional Folders

+ Leaflets &

Flyers

* Large Digital Posters

The Echo is printed by Printank Ltd. Tel: 2519797 or 2961801



New opportunities to help deliver the Evington Echo are as follows:
Wakerley Road/Tavistock Drive and some on Ethel Road. (88 copies)
Goodwood Crescent, Gamel Road, Gamel Walk and Goodwood maisonettes (106 copies)
Evington Lane from Wakerley Road to St. Philip’s Road (130 copies)
Oakhampton Avenue and part of Tavistock Road (65 copies)
Norwood Road and Horston Road (64 copies)

The Evington Echo is part of a charity, and we are very grateful to all our wonderful volunteers who deliver
the Evington Echo free of charge. We appreciate that in some cases it is a family undertaking, so under 18s
may be involved in making the delivery. In such cases, the parents’/guardians’ names are on our list.

If you can help, please contact Chris Hossack on 2414885. Delivery is 6 times a year.

If you, or someone you know, is worried
about physical, mental or economic abuse
from a partner, previous partner or family
member, call the local domestic abuse
helpline run by Freeva.

Helpline: 0808 80 200 28, weekdays from
8.00am to 8.00pm, weekends and bank
holidays from 10.00am to 4.00pm. Calls
are free and hidden from bills. The
helpline team will listen, they understand,
and can help you think about your
options.

Anyone concerned about domestic abuse
can call the helpline for advice. So,
SIGHT

Mobile Opticians @

Your Vision is Our Mission

[ZE and private home eye tests
Independent mobile optician
Latest portable equipment
Leicestershire and Rutland

& 0333 444 0505
B8 info@sightwatcher.com
@ sightwatcher.com

whether you want to find out how to
support a friend or family member who
you think might be experiencing domestic
abuse, or to ask for help to change your
own behaviour, the helpline’s here for
you. Freeva has a website which has
translation into other languages if you
need it (visit freeva.org.uk), and Freeva
offer interpretation services over the
phone for those needing language
support.

You can find information about all the
help and support available in Leicester
around domestic abuse on Leicester City
Council’s website:

BENNETT'S

HARDWARE-GARDEN SUPPLIES-DIY
Open Tuesday - Saturday 8.45 - 5.15

VEGETABLE
Until March 14th

Loose Seed Potatoes,
Onion Sets & Shallots
Now in stock

Y X4

30 Main Street Evington Village

OPPOSITE THE CEDARS PUB Tel: 273 7116

Please support local businesses and charities

EXPIRED SMOKE DETECTORS
CAN’T PROTECT YOU -
REPLACE THEM TODAY!

Advertorial (See advert on page 2)
This is the advice given by our regular
Evington Echo advertiser, Pravin Patel. He
says that a smoke detector only has a
lifespan of 10 years. After that time, they
lose their effectiveness, even if they're
still functioning. So it is in your interest to
protect your home and loved ones with
up-to-date safety devices because: of:

e Increased Fire Safety — Old detectors

may fail to alert you in time during a fire

emergency.

e Compliance with Safety Regulations —
Ensure your property meets legal safety
standards.

o Affordable Peace of Mind — Replacing
expired detectors is a simple and cost-
effective way to ensure your safety.

So please take an experienced
electrician’s advice. Don’t Take Chances —
Replace Your Smoke Detectors Today!

For more information contact Pravin on
0785 509 6419 or email:
J.PELECTRICAL@HOTMAIL.COM

BEETLE DRIVE

i . Family Fun

Games
EVINGTON VILLAGE HALL

Afternoon

Saturday 7th March
3.00pm - 5.30pm

TICKETS Adults £5 Children £2.50
available on the door

Includes REFRESHMENTS
Tea/coffee/juice/ biscuits

RAFFLE

In aid of
Evington Villoge Fete & Show

Page 3



LETTERS AND LETTER-LIKE
CONTRIBUTIONS

POLICE PRIORITIES FOR
EVINGTON AND NORTH
EVINGTON WARDS
(EFFECTIVE 1ST JANUARY
2026 FOR 3 MONTHS)

* Enhanced community engagement
through beat surgeries, community
leaders, patch walks, ward meetings and
social media, working in collaboration
with  local councillors and the

Neighbourhood Link team.

* Continued patrols around key school
times, in partnership with Leicester City
Council, taking positive action against
obstruction and inconsiderate parking.

* High-visibility patrols and licensing
checks with local licensed premises to
help prevent anti-social behaviour (ASB)
and crime, including planning local
policing operations with partner agencies.

KNITTED GOODS AND
OTHER ITEMS

Dear Readers,

This is to let you know that
knitted/crocheted goods, food and other
items donated for Moldova, where
refugees from Ukraine are situated, were
sent off in November.

Thank you to all the people who
contributed by donating knitted and
crocheted goods, plus yarn. Those articles
left at the Cedars have been passed on by
me, and were included.

We are still keeping busy by continuing to
make hats, gloves, scarves, blankets, baby
blankets, etc. and still collecting any
unwanted yarn.

Thank you,

Lesly Biro 2419096

FRIENDS OF EVINGTON’S

This is to let you know that the Annual
General Meeting (AGM) for Friends of
Evington will be held on 17th March and
is for members only.

ARMCHAIR FAN

In this latest Armchair
Fan column, Steve
Billingham reflects on
Leicester City’s up-and-

down run of form,
highlighting Jordan
James, Abdul Fatawu

and (pre-injury) Aaron
Ramsey as key positives. The piece mixes
big moments—James’ goalscoring streak,
Fatawu’s spectacular strikes and improved
delivery—with frustration at missed
chances, poor marking and game
management that repeatedly cost points.
Results swing from morale-boosting wins
(Norwich, Stoke, Ipswich, West Brom) to
damaging defeats and draws, leaving the
overall mood as “promise, but not yet
consistency.” For the full article go to
www.evingtonecho.uk/armchairfan

S. Billington.

SCRABBLE AT THE CEDARS
IN EVINGTON

The Scrabble group meet on a Thursday
morning at 10.45a.m. until 1.00p.m.

We welcome any new members who wish
to join us. Lesly 2419096

Post box topper knitted by the ‘Knit and
Natter’ Group at Eden Cafe.

COMPUTALA

Computala was an exhibition at LCB Depot
in Leicester that brought together artists
working with digital technology, artificial
intelligence, and robotics. Running
throughout January, it explored how
creative work is changing as computers
and automated systems become part of
everyday life.

Rather than presenting technology as
simply good or bad, the exhibition asked
practical questions. What happens to
creativity when machines can generate
images, music, or text? How do artists stay
in control of their ideas while using new
tools? The works on display included
visual installations, interactive pieces,
sound-based projects, and performances.

Computala was organised by New Media
Art Club and featured artists from
Leicester, across  the UK and
internationally. Alongside the exhibition,
there were workshops, talks and events
designed to help people of different ages
engage with these ideas.

The exhibition was open to the public at
LCB Depot on Rutland Street, Leicester.

Rob Watson

light Breakfasts, fight refresfiments
and funches. Come and enjoy some
time out in our relaxing atrm:l}pﬁe re.
(Group bookings welcome,

The Ofive Branch cafe is:géring teas,

408 Uppinghom Rood Leicester, LES 6RA
{Entrance SF_fmephs church car park)

Muﬂdﬂy Fndu ﬁnr'rr Ipm
Saturdey br ml:fu:f cLb Pavrs - 12 noan
ed Sundays

theohvebvemehleices
\% 07985235244 (Tash) Emwﬁmmﬁh‘rﬁ:

Bamedcom

The
CLVE BRANCH
e

(\ Evington Dental Care

Dentistry That Makes You Smile

OFFER
NEW PATIENT ASSESSMENT

NOW ONLY £40

WITH CODE “ECHO 26”
OFFER ENDS 28 FEB 2026

TO BOOK CALL 0116 2431788

76 Welland Vale Road, Leicester, LES 6PW
www.evingtondentalcare.com

See earlier copies of the Evington Echo at www.friendsofevington.uk



FREE EVINGTON ECHO EVENTS - ALL WELCOME

WORLD LANGUAGE DAY
2026

21st February

Did you know The Language Movement
had a major cultural impact on Bengali
society? It has inspired the development
and celebration of the Bengali language,
literature and culture.

16th December 1971 marked the Victory
of freedom fighters after a very bloody
period, where it is estimated that the
previous nine months of conflict caused
the loss of life of an estimated 3 million
people. At the Ramna Race Course in
Dhaka , Bangladesh, 81 thousand soldiers
capitulated, and this is recognised as the
largest military capitulation since WWII
and the birth of Bangladesh.

After further laws prohibited the use of
diverse languages, a proposal from
Bangladesh was sent to the 30th General
Conference of UNESCO on 17th November
1999 to declare 21 February as
International Mother Language Day, this
was unanimously supported.

Evington is proud to be home to residents
who speak many different languages.
Language is more than words—it’s

ERRATUM

In an article in the last issue for Dec./Jan.
’26 on page 9 called ‘Evington Youth Club
— Working together to build a brighter
future for our Young People’ there was an
error in the amount the Youth Club had
raised themselves. It should have read
£19,000. The Youth Club would love more
donations, large or small. Please could
you put money in a sealed envelope
labelled ‘Evington Youth Club’ and take it
to Bennett’s shop in the village, at 30 Main
Street.

identity, heritage and belonging. In a
neighbourhood as diverse as ours, it’s also
a reminder that kindness and
understanding can begin with something
as simple as greeting someone in their
own language, sharing a phrase, or
listening with patience when English isn’t
someone’s first language.

To celebrate, the Evington Echo and Soar
Sound Radio would love to bring
neighbours together for a get-together
with refreshments provided. Everyone is
welcome—whether you speak one
language or many. If you’d like to join us,
please see the details below.

Date: Saturday 21 February
Time: 10.00am to 2.00pm
Venue: Bishop Street Chapel,
Bishop Street, Leicester

Cost: Free

Further Information:
FriendsofEvington1l@gmail.com
or 07817720688.

UNIVERSITY OF LEICESTER
HERITAGE HéjOBZ%lST MARCH

The University of Leicester will host a
Heritage Hub open event on Saturday 21st
March 2026, offering local residents an
opportunity to explore how heritage,
research and community storytelling can
work together. Taking place at the
University of Leicester, the Heritage Hub
brings together researchers, cultural
organisations and community groups to
support collaborative approaches to
understanding and sharing heritage, with
a strong emphasis on participation and
lived experience. SAVE THIS DATE IN
YOUR DIARY.

There will be opportunities to get involved
as community reporters with the Evington
Echo and Soar Sound, who are working in
partnership around local storytelling and
community media. This will be of
particular interest to people who enjoy
writing, audio, interviewing, photography,
and simply paying close attention to what
is happening in their area, and who want
to develop practical skills while
contributing to local conversation and

civic life.

ZUMBA - £3 A SESSION

Jyoti Patel is a fully qualified fitness instructor who delivers upbeat sessions
choreographed to music. The classes are designed to be friendly and welcoming,
combining fitness and fun, while being mindful of participants’ needs.

Suitable for women of all ages, the sessions work well for beginners through to
intermediate level. Jyoti also encourages participants to get to know one another, with
the option to join a WhatsApp group to stay connected outside the class.

These sessions are organised by the charity Friends of Evington, with the aim of
supporting the health and wellbeing of women in the Evington area. At just £3 per
session, there are only a few places left. See advert below.

=

m
Taking the
Greatest Care

in and around Exvington

ain Stree ‘L‘ =

Please email or telephone your news and requests

Ginnsg
Gutterldge

FUNERALS FROM £1,745°

Prowiding you, your family
anel vourr loved one with high-quahity
care and compassion.

We cater for funerals of all faiths and NGTUN VILLAGE HALL;
| LEICESTFR. LE=

cultures, burial and cremation services,
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‘NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH’,
‘IT'S YOUR
NEIGHBOURHOOD’ AND
‘ENJOYABLY EVINGTON’

The pictures on the front cover show
roads linked to ‘Neighbourhood Watch’,
‘It's Your Neighbourhood’, or to residents
who litter-pick as part of ‘Enjoyably
Evington’.

The roads featured are: Main Street, High
Street, Church Road, Spencefield Lane,
Evington Road, Delaware Road, Downing
Drive, Sedgebrook Road, Earlswood Road,
Thurnview Road, Goodwood Road,

Greenacre Drive, Davenport Road,
Harringworth Road, and Goodwood
Crescent.

‘Neighbourhood Watch’
Neighbourhood Watch groups work with a
coordinator (a local resident) and
neighbours, to share information and
provide support.

For more information, search Our Watch -
Knowledge Hub, or contact your local
police team. (See the police surgery dates
on the adjacent page 7.)

“‘It’s Your Neighbourhood’
The idea for these groups in England and
Wales came from the Royal Horticultural
Society and they are administered by
regional teams. In our area the regional
team is called East Midlands in Bloom.
Very local groups (a road, or a small
collection of roads) work together around
three pillars: community, environmental
responsibility, and gardening, usually on
land where they have permission to
garden. Roads aren't in competition with
each other; instead, they work to improve
standards and receive yearly feedback

A & L LRIldSCElPES

®
All garden work undertaken

Fencing Block paving
Decking Astro turf
Turfing

Winners of
Oadby & Wigston in bloom

Patios

& East Midlands in bloom
No ini-r_tnu-suuﬁ <
Call Andy on
07513 568 361
or(01162419214
Call Louise on
07704775673

Page 6

from judges.

For more information, search East
Midlands in Bloom. Locally, you can email
admin@friendsofevington.uk or phone
the editor (contact details on page 2 of
this magazine).

‘Enjoyably Evington’
Everyone can help look after our local
environment in their own way. Every little
bit helps-and it all makes a difference.
Around Evington, many people regularly
go out collecting litter, but more hands
are always needed and appreciated.
Some of us go out by ourselves; some
prefer to go out with others. Addy Tyler
tries to go out for an hour or two once or
twice a week around her local streets and
through the village. Others pick up litter
every day while walking the dog-it's
amazing how much they collect.

One “Womble” goes out daily with his dog
Rango. Over the last year he has collected
thousands of bags of litter and large
numbers of nitrous oxide cylinders, as well
as cleaning road signs, unblocking drains,
and removing graffiti. Despite living
further afield, he regularly tidies Shady
Lane and the area around Evington.

We've also had other visitors helping out:
one from Wigston picked 19 bags on
Rowlatts Hill Road on a Sunday morning,
and another from Bushby is often seen
tidying around the village. We are
incredibly grateful to them-and they don't
even live here.

We do need more residents to get
involved to keep our community clean.
Even a quick tidy near your house on bin
day, or “adopting” your own street, makes
a real difference.

Equipment: litter-pickers aren't expensive,

or you can request a free picker (with
bags) from parks@Ieicester.gov.uk.

Want to join a group? Let us know on the
Evington Litter Wombles Facebook page-
Addy hopes to organise a few group picks
soon.

* South Leicestershire Litter Wombles
organise group picks each Sunday
morning on our side of the city.

* The Wednesday Wombles meet most
Wednesday mornings closer to home.
(Both are advertised on the South
Leicester and Leicestershire Facebook

page.)

We'd also like to run a blitz around the
village-giving signs and other street
furniture a bit of a facelift. If you'd like to
help, contact Addy or Helen through the
Echo.

Rango’s ‘Wombly Walkies’
collected all this along Shady Lane
on 19th January 2026.
i LN & e

ARE YOUR EARS
FEELING BLOCKED?

Our Clinle Audicloglst
Mariam Piranie

HEAR THE DIFFERENCE AT
STONEYGATE HEARING CARE

BOOK NOW FOR AN EAR HEALTH CHECK AT
YOUR LOCAL AUDIOLOGY PRACTICE!

Our services

Ear wax removal
Hearing Tests
Discreet Hearing Aids
Custom ear protection

0116 291 7794

20 FRANCIS ST, STONEYGATE,
LEICESTER LEZ2 2BD

www.stoneygatehearingcare.co.uk a
info@stoneygatehearingcare.co.uk

DO YOU STRUGGLE
TO HEAR THE TV?

Buy locally where you can



THE BEAT SURGERIES FOR
EVINGTON AND NORTH
EVINGTON ARE AS

] FOLLOWS:
Evington

10.30am — 11.30am Sat. 7th February
2026 at Eden Cafe, Main Street

1.00pm — 2.00pm Fri.
2026 at Evington Library

20th February

5.00pm — 6.00pm Sat. 7th March 2026 at
Tesco Downing Drive

10.00am — 11.00am Thurs. 26th March
2026 at Tesco Ethel Road

North Evington

All meetings in North Evington are held at
St. Barnabas Library, French Road and are
aligned with the local councillors. This is
also planned to be implemented soon
with the Evington Ward councillors.

12.00 noon - 2.30pm 7th February 2026
5.30pm - 6.30pm 10th February
12.00noon - 2.30pm 14th February
5.30pm - 6.30pm 24th February
12.00noon - 2.30pm 14th March

5.30pm — 6.30pm 31st March

We’re inviting residents to come along
and meet their local beat team at our
upcoming community surgeries. These
sessions are a fantastic opportunity for
people to speak directly with the officers
who police their neighbourhood, share

any concerns, and celebrate what’s
working well in the area.

Our policing priorities are shaped by the
community we serve. By hearing from
residents, we can better understand the
issues that matter most, identify areas
that need attention, and work together on
meaningful improvements.

Your insight helps guide our work—and
your positive feedback helps us recognise
the progress already being made.

We encourage everyone to come along,
say hello, and be part of the ongoing
conversation about keeping Evington and
North Evington safe, supportive, and
connected.

POLICE OFFICER: JIGNESH
ARICHANDRA PCSO 6153

I am Police Community Support Officer
Jignesh Arichandra, based at Spinney Hill
Police Station, covering the Evington and
North Evington areas.

As the newest member of the beat team,
having joined Leicestershire Police in
August 2025, | am already genuinely
enjoying my role and take pride in serving
the community. | am passionate about
being  visible, approachable and
supportive, and | strive to make a positive
difference for residents within my beats.

I will be holding regular beat surgeries
across the Evington and North Evington
areas. These are informal drop-in sessions
where residents can speak to me directly
about any local concerns, ask questions,
or simply get to know me better.
Everyone is welcome to come along, and |
encourage you to stop by for a chat if
there’s anything you’d like to raise or
discuss.

Before joining Leicestershire Police, |
gained valuable experience in both public-
facing and security roles. Most recently, |
worked as a Security Officer at the Job
Centre in Leicester City Centre, where |

Maths & Physics
Tuition

One-to-one . GCEE Adevel 1B
Understanding  Fluency Exam technigue

Tal 0735607 7534 Ermal admingdpalatine, uk

Kneller & Kneller Ltd

For all your electrical requirements
* Rewires *Extractor Fans « Wall Heaters
(arden Supplies « Showers = Central Heati
Wiring - Bu Alarms = Security Lighti i)
TV Points « Telephone Points « Emergency “
Wall Lights « Storage Heaters
Un-mﬁz electrics o present
rms Test & Inspect ns
Pcmhle Appliance Testing
Al work guaranieed and complies to BSTET Winng Reg
Canlzct Kevin for a FREE
T 0162873404 M I.'J?BDS 295132
Emai: kh‘eler@‘mrgl
Domestic - Commercial - Ir-{JI_hIr.aI

AIYUB DENATH

Freelance Solicitor

- LASTING POWERS OF ATTORNEY ( LPAs| -
PROPERTY AND FINANCE
HEALTH AND WELFARE
- WILLS -

OFFICE: 0116 297 3114

HOWE 1ETTS UNDERTAKEN »
J cenae? oon negulate’ ac Dites i deined by Sacion 12.of Ve fepa! sarvoee ac !

ALLSIDES

GUTTERING REPAIRS
REPAIR » CLEAN = REPLACE
SLIPPED TILES/SLATES
CALL STEVEN:

0116 2161 777 /07970 032814
e: fcf2211@gmail.com
SEE OUR 5 'GOOGLE REVIEWS
www.allsidesguttering.co.uk

See earlier copies of the Evington Echo at evingtonecho.uk

developed strong skills in conflict
management, communication, and
maintaining a safe environment for both
staff and the public.

Prior to that, | worked at Sainsbury’s
Petrol Station, which strengthened my
customer service skills and taught me the
importance of patience, teamwork, and
dealing effectively with a wide range of
people.

I'm excited to continue getting to know
local residents and to work alongside the
community to help keep Evington and
North Evington safe and welcoming for
everyone.

Get news, updates and
crime prevention advice from
your local police team

Scan the OR codes with your phone's camera 1o visit
the links, Afternatively, visit cur website leics policeuk

Follow your local
police team on social
‘media

Access Sanicas,
mformation, sdvice
and reporl crime on

our website

Sign up 1o
Meighbourhood Link,
our free amall service

i3 Centre Garage

Mon-Fri & 1,2 day Sat.
Servioe ond Rapors
oo, (arsond ight v Pessanger wahides

Maleecpdes  Gosds vehides

W e ke
ek =0

Tel: 0116 273 0728

Meaar Leicacter Geagral Hospifal

Gwendolen Road, Leicestar
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CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL

highlight their work. They were:

Babyloss

Blue Christmas (St Denys Church group)
Concorde Ladies Luncheon Club
Creative Woodland

Eden’s Knit and Natter Group

Evington Local History Group

Friends of Evington

Gentle Exercises

Leicester Society of Recorder Players
Lily House Bereavement Support Group
= | OROS

. Monday Meet (St Denys Church group)
Nelliebee Ballet Silver Swans

&' The Harmonics Choir
Women'’s Institute

This popular event, held at St Denys Church, made
Christmas in Evington sparkle. The festival gave
independent community groups the opportunity to

| Support—Leicester, Leicestershire & Rutland

== also individual
| entries.

St Denys Church
would like to
thank the Lord
.| Mayor, Cllr.
= Teresa Aldred,
for judging the
trees and for her
support. It is

festival will
highlight for

Evington in

all entrants and
helpers last
year.

EXTERIOR CLEANERS

ROOF CLEANING

Our low pressure roof cleaning system
can achieve dramatic results instantly,
making your home look brand new
once again, this service also includes
a softwash biocide application to kill
any remaining organic growth that may
be left behind after cleaning process
and even prevents it returning
for several years

With over 35 years of experience, we

believe we offer the finest and most up to
date cleaning services possible, no job is
too big or small for us!

Get in contact and receive a free, no obligation quote.

07946 274944

info@cleanwellleicester.co.uk
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hoped that this |

| become a ¥

future years [
Many thanks to

—— Businesses taking part were Atkinson Funeral
| Directors and Joe Smith (decorator). There were

?j * Eden Cafe Bar ¢ @\

11 Main Street, Evington Villoge, LES 40N
+ Breckfast « Brunch « Lunch -

Open Monday to Soturday Yam - 2pm
(Kitchen closes 1.30pm)

+ Bingo - Tuesdays Tpm [Doors opan 4.30pm) «

small business,
serving freshly ground coffee and good food.

BEN HARDING NAMED IN MORTGAGE
STRATEGY’S NEXTGEN 30 UNDER 30
(CLASS OF 2026)

Ben Harding, a local
Evington resident and
Business Partnerships
Manager at Barclays, has
been named in Mortgage
Strategy’s NextGen 30
cohort for 2026, which looks
to spotlight up and coming
professionals from across
the UK’s Mortgage Industry
and supports them through
professional development
and networking.

Ben will also be familiar to some Evington Echo
readers as a former volunteer community reporter. In
September 2016 he wrote a popular feature,
‘Pokemon Go’ Guide to Evington, encouraging
residents to explore the village and its landmarks.
(Readers can find the article on our website by
searching “Ben Harding”.)

Reacting to the news, Ben said: “This feels like a real
milestone moment, and is up there as one of my
proudest achievements so far. Being recognised
alongside so many talented young professionals
shaping the future of our industry is something I'm
incredibly grateful for.

The past year has presented me with so many
opportunities to step outside my comfort zone and
grow. I’'m energised for the year ahead and looking
forward to learning from the talented leaders, peers
and mentors I'll be working alongside through this
programme.”

Ben added his thanks to Mortgage Strategy, James
Prosser and the judges, and said he was extremely
grateful to have been selected. He also thanked
colleagues at Barclays UK for their support, especially
Helen, Sophie, Danica and Zoe adding: “Working with
people who push you to be your best makes all the
difference.” Ben said he is looking forward to
connecting with others in the cohort.

Ty ngl

£5.00 per sessian

at Mayflower Methodist Church,
Ethel Road. Leicester LES 5PE /A
0 MONDAY - 6.00 - 7.00pm With Manjula (Ladies oly) %
0 WEDNESDAY = 6.00 - 7.00pm With Manjula (Ladies only)
Maniulz on 07448 73289, emall: maniulz.odedravesa@omaiicom

FCEGARD?S
== W LYE CoTE RIS e £ 5 AT N
SERVICES

= Evening Events [See website) « Bathrooms
+Fully Licensed Bar from 12 noon daily + Extra Polnt
Pany s Enfra Polnts Showers

Also o Gift Shop, selling cords & gifts
from local traders.
* Shelf rental available »
wwwedencofebaruk
Email: hello@edencofebar.uk Tek IN&2470607

Extra Rads

free estimates ALl work guaranteed

Sacurlty Lights
Rawirss

A complete service on your doorstep
Telephone: (0116} 290 326% or (0116) 281 3283

Please support your local businesses



CHRISTMAS 2025 IN EVINGTON

Activities for Christmas in Evington weren’t centralised, with many groups having their
own parties. Here are some pictures that have been sent in to the Evington Echo.

The free Christmas dinner in St. Denys Parish Centre on 19th December was mainly
sponsored by Best Community Charity, but Friends of Evington volunteers also helped
with sponsorship and organising. Participants were all Evington Echo readers, some

coming from the 2025 weekly Lunch Club.

The Christmas tree in the middle of Evington created an opportunity to sing Christmas
songs around it. Students at Judgemeadow Community College led the singing from a
song sheet made at the College. Afterwards many participants went to the Cedars,
including students and their parents, who enjoyed hot chocolate and a community ‘get-

together’.

- EVINGTON
- COMPUTERS

PC HARDWARE & SOFTWARE SOLUTIONS
REPAIRS/UPGRADES - SALES
INTERMET CONNECTIONS/NETWORKING
SUPPORT SERVICES
FREE CONSULTATIONS

Contact Nicholas Gallo
0116 2201661 or 07920 790671
ngallo32@gmail.com  Microsoft

32 MARYDENE DRIVE, EVINGTON, LEBCESTER siccan

He was
on Downing

Santa didn’t miss Evington out.
seen here outside Tesco
Drive.

Santa and his elf are pictured here as well.
They gave out presents and chatted to
young children at The Cedars. Santa was
helped by volunteers working for Friends
of Evington and was made most welcome
by the staff at the Cedars.

BN BENNETT’S

Behind The Barber Shop HARDWARE:GARDEN SUPPLIES:DIY

15 Main Street L.E.D. Light Bulbs
Evington Low Prices
/ and a Wide Choice
OMisa % WARM WHITE * COOL WHITE
Hairstylist K DAYLIGHT
07969959042

LARGE RANGE OF FLUQORESCENT TUBES
[auiseeveritt @hotmall.com

30 Main Street Evington Village
DPPOSITE THE CEDARS PUB Tel: 273 T116

VS E

Gerard lames s a

® Funeral Plans

r 00

family-owned Estate Planning practice commited to providing

yvou with a friendly, efficient and yet affordable, professional service.
® Wills
® Trusts
® Lasting Powers of Attorney

® Probate Administration

www.gerardjamesestateplanning.co.uk

Please contact
Gerard O’ Halloran today

07905 748073

() gerardjames
Wt Estole F'|-':I'II'II!"'.:'j Lirrifed
Gerard James Estate Planning Ltd

working in association with Countrywide
Tax and Trust Corporation  Ltd

Please mention the Echo when replying to advertisements
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EDEN CAFE BAR

Eden Cafe Bar is located on Main Street,
Evington.

It is a popular venue with many clubs, such
as Eden’s Knitterand Natter group, Bingo,
and the Nordic Walking Group. In
addition, it offers the venue for events,
like the recent V-day celebrations and
parties that took place in August.

Eden Café Bar was initially opened eight
years ago, when owner Suzy Bown had
another café at Stoughton Grange and
noted that many of her customers were
from Evington. Then Suzy opened Eden
Café Bar on Main Street and made a
business that supported the local
community. Eden Café remained open for
another two years until it was sold. Then
two and a half years ago, Suzy reopened
the Café.

The Café is a safe, friendly, welcoming
place for Evington village. Everyone can
enjoy this pleasant environment that
offers good food and coffee at affordable
prices.

The Café relies mostly on footfall and
customers to keep going.

Its aims are to be an inviting and safe
place with consistent hours for the
residents of Evington village. It is open
Mondays to Saturdays from 9.00am to
2.00pm.

Ariana

EUROPEAN TWINNING
ASSOCIATION

Students at Judgemeadow College

enjoyed tea with the Lord Mayor last year
to learn more about the City’s European
Twinning Association. Leicester has been
twinned with Strasbourg, France from

1960, Krefeld, Germany since 1969 and
Haskovo, Bulgaria from 2008. Rita D’Silva
Griffiths, a Manager at Judgemeadow
Community College, is on the executive
committee for this Twinning Association.
She says that now, for health and safety
reasons, exchanges no longer take place
so they work to find other ways students
can get involved and understand shared

values . Students continue to study
European  foreign  languages  at
Judgemeadow.

Leicester also has twinning partnerships
with Chongquing (China) Rajkot (India)
and Masaya (Nicaragua).

Somewhere there lurks a litter lout

That leaves a trail when it’s about.

Day and night it creeps around

Evington without a sound.

And instead of using litter-bins,

Throws chip-trays, bottles and soft drink
tins,

Into hedges, shrubs and trees;

Each place it thinks that no-one sees;

TRACK THAT LITTER LOUT!

Spits bubble-gum where’er it moves
For us to walk home on our shoes.

When cartons, crisp-bags, wrappers and
foil,

Our pavements, drives and gardens spoil,
We daily sweep, have paper-chases,

And wish that those who pass this way

EvincToN EYECARE

Hospital-grade scans including: Optomap and OCT
Eye Exams avallable in English, Urdu, Punjabi, Hindi, and French
Emergency appointments avallable, with private prescriptions
provided if needed
Stockists of RayBan®, Oakley, D&G, Moscot, and more!
Specialist in Dry Eye treatment

Myopla management
Visual stress and Dyslexia

VISIT US FOR 15% OFF YOUR NEXT PAIR OF SPECS!

Echol5 to claim!

151 May 2026, Mol 1o e us

ery. Boogle reviews accunal

#5a Downing Dirive, Evington, Leicester, LES SLL
wwWaaingtonayecare ook - 016 2433 755
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THE STOUGHTON GRANGE
ESTATE

Stoughton Grange Estate is promoted
today as a centre of ‘boutique rural
commerce’, but the land has a long and
complex history.

After the First World War, the Co-
operative Wholesale Society Ltd bought
most of the estate in 1919, creating one of
the largest farming enterprises in Great
Britain. In 2014, the Wellcome Trust
(through Farmcare) purchased most of the
Co-op’s local landholdings, a move that
prompted debate about the future of
farming.

In the post-Covid period, Steamin’ Billy Co.
Ltd became involved in acquiring and
leasing back parts of the remaining
Grange Estate, helping shape the site’s
current redevelopment.

The full article is available to read at
www.evingtonecho.uk search ‘Stoughton
Grange Estate’. This article gives much
more detail about past purchases of huge
areas on land around Evington and links
with another article about ‘Penbury’, the
Eco town that was never built.

For shopping, swimming, school or play,
While walking through this pleasant
village

Would kindly not deface our image.
Please let us live quite litter-free,

With everyone in harmony.

Jennie Morrey

Visit our website: www.evingtonecho.uk



COUNCILLOR MANJULA

SOOD MBE
23 December 1945 — 24 December 2025

Picture courtesy of Leicester City Council

Manjula’s city was definitely Leicester,
where she took a keen interest in all its
stories. She loved meeting people and did
what she could to bring communities
together, always ready with a kind word,
practical support and time to listen.

She was involved in many Evington
events, including the Evington Village Fete
and Show, and she recently thoroughly
enjoyed her visit to Evington at the Lunch
Club at St Denys Parish Centre on 9th April
2025.

Manjula was born in India and later lived
in Tanzania before coming to Leicester
with her new husband, Paul Sood, in
1970. At first, she found the cold, damp
weather difficult, and her early living
conditions were very challenging.
However, following her grandfather’s
advice to make the best of her new home,
she enrolled on a Postgraduate Certificate

of Education course at Leicester’s School
of Education and went on to teach for the
next 20 years.

As an Asian teacher, Manjula championed
the recognition of Indian culture and
helped children feel proud of who they
were, particularly at a time when newly
arrived families—including refugees from
Idi Amin’s Uganda—were building new
lives in Leicester. She believed that
schools should reflect the communities
they serve, and she worked to ensure that
pupils and parents felt welcomed,
respected and included.

A profoundly difficult period came with
the death of her husband, Councillor Paul
Sood, in 1996. He had been a councillor
for Abbey Ward (now Latimer Ward). Her
younger son persuaded Manjula to stand
in the by-election, saying it would be the
best tribute she could pay to Paul’s
memory. She won convincingly and, later
that year, became Leicester City’s first
female Asian councillor.

This marked the start of an illustrious
career in public service. Manjula served as
Lord Mayor of Leicester from May 2008 to
May 2009, becoming the first Asian
female Lord Mayor in the UK. During and
around her vyear in office she was
appointed an MBE for services to the
community and also received an
honorary doctorate (Doctor of Laws) from
the University of Leicester.

She served as a councillor for Belgrave
for many years and returned to the
council in 2023 as councillor for
Stoneygate. Manjula continued to serve
the city in a wide range of roles, including
trustee and executive director of the
Leicester Council of Faiths, where she was
passionate about promoting
understanding between religions.

Her co-councillor Raffig Mahommed said

“Manjula was a true community champion
who always saw the best in everyone. She
believed deeply in people, in unity, and in
bringing communities together. Through
her selfless service—first as a teacher,
then as a councillor—she helped others
realise their potential and create a strong
sense of belonging. Manjula’s legacy lives
on in the many lives she touched and the
community she so lovingly served. The
Stoneygate and Evington community have
truly lost one of their own, and she will be
missed by all her family and those whose
lives she touched.”

in for
held on

Tributes have been pouring
Manjula. Her funeral was

Saturday 10th January 2026, following a
special cortege through the city with stops
that allowed friends and residents to pay
their respects.

Manjula Sood at Evington Lunch Club -9th

- <

F'RUSTED BEREAVEMENT CARE
FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS

A.]. Adkinson & Son

FAMILY-OWNED INDEPENDEN'T

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Serving our community for aver
100 years, with compassionate and
professional bereavement care,
uniquely tailored to your needs.
Specialist faith facilities, on-site
parking and catering suite.

12 London Road, Oadby

Leicester, LE2 51D

. 24 hour service
/0116 271 2340

Email: funerals@ajadkinsonandson.com
www.ajadkinsenandson.com

b

« Full Central Heating Systems
= Boiler & Radiator Changes

on selected Boilers

Rﬂbert ]OhnS

I’Iumhmg & Hl:atmg Services

i'm' ay | /"II'J |' |'|'.' _l.,.l_l.l_l'.i --"l.L I-‘|"" i .l.' a '.-;(_ .- LIFEFF

A fully qualified and Gas Safe Registerad tradesman. Expmenued in buth dnmeﬂlc & commercial work.
« Ground Source Heat Pumps o Bathroom & Showers
= System Power Flush

= lUyr Guarantee, Parts & Labour o Boeiler & Gas Fire Services

= Gas Landlord Certificates

For a free estimate call U 116 241 8?58

wwwi.rohertjohnsplumbingandhe

81 Pulford Drive, Thurnby, Leicester

ating.co.uk

April 2025.

= Alterations
= Dutside Taps
= Solar Hot Water Systems

rabertierjphcouk

Quality Timber & Fencing Supplier
OPEN TO TRADE & PUBLIC
Fitting services available for:

Repairs
Call for a free quotation
Entrance on Saffron Lane LE2 6UF

Fences/Sheds/Gates/Decking/Pergolas

ZAFFRON
FENGING

07853637463

Quality/Timber;& Fencing Supplies
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i L
Theme: Hibernating in Winter. This

picture shows residents making muffins
that illustrate the theme.

Barbara is the Activity and Community
Engagement (ACE) Facilitator at the
Pilgrims’ Friend Society Care Home, based
in Evington, just off Grocot Road.

The 30-bed home supports 23 elderly
Christian residents, known as “Family
Members”. The youngest is 68 and the
oldest is in their 90s. Alongside the care
home in an adjacent building; the project
also includes independent living
accommodation.

Barbara outlined the home’s wide-ranging
programme of activities and highlighted
its strong volunteer support network.
Activities include poetry, singing (with
musical instruments), “Singing for
Wellbeing”, devotional speakers and
Sunday services, seated exercises, film
afternoons, games of all kinds, monthly

PILGRIMS’ FRIEND SOCIETY IN EVINGTON

e

outings, and a variety of crafts
including cooking. Family Members
also enjoy celebrating national
events (such as the Olympics), as
well as birthday celebrations
tailored to individuals’ interests—
. often with dressing up, bingo, and
even “messy play”.

Theme days are another popular
feature. (See the photo to the left).
Barbara emphasised that choice is
central to daily life at the home.
She also introduced Eve Webb, the
Wellbeing and Dementia staff
member. Eve explained the home’s
“Hummingbirds”  programme—
named because hummingbirds “flit
around”—which provides
.~ meaningful activities while
| upholding dignity at all times. The
~ team takes care to learn as much as
possible about each person, their
life story, and their preferences, keeping
dignity at the heart of everything they do.
This approach extends to mealtimes,
where there are always choices available.

Around 20 volunteers support the home,
including local community groups (such as
Knit and Natter), local schools (including
St Paul’s and Kiddycraft), and individual
volunteers. All volunteers are trained and
DBS-checked, and they assist with outings
and the events and activities described
above.

The care home also has a garden,
previously featured in Evington Echo.
Barbara would welcome volunteers who
could help develop and maintain this
space for the benefit of Family Members.

To find out more or to volunteer, please
contact Barbara on 07940 796356 or email
ace.evington@pilgrimfriend.org.uk.

Contact Jaimie Meredith on:

Tel: 07305 523492
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ALEX PORTLOCK COMES
BACK TO EVINGTON

In early 2023, Alex Portlock, a trainee
journalist from Nimes, France, completed
a fortnight’s internship with the Evington
Echo. During her time in Evington she met
many local people and explored a wide
range of stories, including French
Leicester, fair-trade chocolate, the
Sedgebrook Open Space project, and
other media organisations across
Leicester.

This January, Alex returned to the area
while visiting her grandparents in
Uppingham. She also took time to indulge
her love of English charity shops and made
a quick stop at The Cedars in Evington to
catch up with Evington Echo community
reporter Harkesh Farma.

Asked about Evington, Alex said she felt
the same strong sense of community as
she had on her previous visit. She also
mentioned that the article in the last
edition, “Disliking Evington”, caught her
attention. Alex agreed it is important to
acknowledge and confront the less
pleasant realities of an area, because that
is how improvements can be made—by
working together, finding new solutions,
and applying for funding.

Alex added that she was surprised
Evington does not have a community
centre, given how many people live in the
area and how much is happening locally.

STAY IN THE LOOP.

If you have a local event, class, club or
volunteering opportunity to share, please
send a short note:

who/what/when/where plus a contact
method.

The Evington Echo is here to connect
neighbours and help good ideas spread
across our community.

SERVICES

Security Specialists - CCTV
Intruder Alarms - Free Site Surveys
Servicing - Diagnostics & Fault Finding
Commercial & Domestic

Enforcer 11, Pyronix Wireless
Intruder Alarm Starter Kit
Supply & Install O
£695 Incl. VAT .

=" w
el = &
g -

Control from anywhere using an App
Voice push notificaticns with ProControl+ App
Mo Detector wires, no fuss, connects wirelessly

4 Wiraless PIR detectors and a Deftabell module
Signal strength indicators
2 Years Manufacturers Warranty

Supply and Installation £695 Incl. VAT

Please support our local shops



HISTORY AND HERITAGE
TALK — ST MARGARET’S AND
WOODGATE, LEICESTER

Trevor Allen
returned to
the History
and Heritage
Group this
January to give
an illustrated
talk on the St
Margaret’s
and Woodgate
areas of
- Leicester. A
-_ - . former history
! i teacher at
- Leicester
Grammar School, Trevor is now retired
and supports Leicester City Council’s
Choose How You Move programme. As
part of this, he leads a series of well-
researched and popular guided walks
around the city.

His talk ranged widely across local history,
including St Margaret’s Church—its Saxon
remains and the many times it has been
rebuilt - Andrew Lloyd and his career in
the West Indies; Corah’s factory, and
Lesley Corah, who was killed in the First
World War. He also spoke about the old
Board School on Slater Street, and the
Frisby and Jarvis building, which bears a
plaque to Len Wickwark. Wickwark fought
473 professional bouts—believed to be
the most ever recorded.

This article, however, will focus on Mary
Royce (1845-1892). Mary has a blue
plaque stating that she was the founder of
the Royce Institute and Leicester’s first
woman doctor. “Well,” said Trevor, “that
is really underselling a woman!”

Mary came  from a  wealthy,
nonconformist family living in Gallowtree
Gate. She became a Sunday school
teacher at the Congregational Chapel,
teaching poor boys in the area and giving
them a basic education. Then, in 1879, she
used her own money to set up the Royce
Institute, extending learning to art, music
and sport for around 100 boys.

Following the 1876 Parliamentary Act that
allowed women to become doctors, Mary
began her medical training in London in
1881 and qualified in 1890.

That may seem a long time, but she
needed time out along the way. Once
qualified, she threw herself into caring for
the poor and sick, working tirelessly until
her death in 1892, after catching smallpox
in the Poor House.

Helen Pettman

For more about ‘Choose How You Move’
and the walks -
www.choosehowyoumove.co.uk and click
on ‘Walking’ and scroll down to find
“guided walks in your area’ and ‘Walking
groups you can join”.

SURGERY UPDATE

Builders have been hard at work at 10
The Common, Evington. Formerly owned
by Dr. Wood and used as a surgery, the
building is currently being refitted.

Following Dr. Wood’s retirement, the
property was sold to a private individual
who hoped to lease it as a GP surgery or
for other business use. However, no
interested GPs took this forward, and the
building has now been leased as an office
for a company that runs care homes.

R.O.S.E. (Retain Our Services, Evington)
intends to continue campaigning for the
NHS Integrated Care Board to restore a GP
surgery in Evington.

The full article by John McFadyen is
available on the Evington Echo website
(evingtonecho.uk).

MAPS - FINDING
INFORMATION

maps.leicester.gov.uk is Leicester City
Council’s online mapping portal, designed
to help residents quickly find trusted,
property-linked information. By searching
an address or postcode, you can view an
interactive map and switch on layers that
reveal what’s nearby and what could
influence a home now or in the future. It’s
especially useful for day-to-day queries—
such as locating the nearest parks,
schools, public transport routes, and other
local services—and for getting a clearer
picture of boundaries and site locations
than you might from a standard map app.

For anyone considering moving, the portal
can also support early-stage due diligence.
Depending on the layers available, you
may be able to view planning applications
and decisions in the surrounding area, as
well as conservation areas, listed
buildings, or other heritage-related
designations.

From an admin perspective, it’s a practical
starting point for gathering background
information consistently and efficiently,
before escalating questions to the right
service area.

However, it should be used as a research
tool rather than a final authority. Always
confirm key findings through the official
planning pages and, where appropriate,
seek professional advice (for example,
from planning consultants, surveyors, or
legal representatives).

Support Your Local Community newspaper

DOCTOR IN THE PARK

During the 1891 census - while
transcribing Evington records during
lockdown - | was surprised to find

unusually ‘international’ residents living at
Evington House: a young Australian doctor
who served as Leicester’s Medical Officer
of Health (MOH), his Russian-born wife,
and a Swiss maid.

After Miss Henry Ann Burnaby (Colonel
John Burnaby’s last surviving unmarried
daughter) died in 1888, Evington House
was no longer occupied by the family and
was instead rented out to a series of
tenants on short leases. One such tenant
was Dr John Andrew Turner. Dr. Turner
graduated from Edinburgh Medical School
in 1882, he had previously held a post in
Stony Stanton, and developed a strong
interest in public health and sanitation.
This interest shaped his career as he was
appointed Medical Officer of Health for
Leicestershire and Rutland at the end of
1888.

Turner’s wife, Vera, was born in St
Petersburg on 31 December 1861.
Although Russian-born, she came from a
British family. Her father, William Blake
Lambert, was a prominent marine
engineer who became Engineer-in-Chief
to the Imperial Russian Navy during the
modernisation period under Tsar
Alexander II.

The household also included a Swiss maid,
Emma Treudiger. Many Swiss people of
the era were multilingual (often German
and French, sometimes Italian).
Experience in English domestic service
could provide strong English skills and
cultural knowledge—assets that could
later support work in Switzerland’s hotel
trade.

| also found out about Dr Turner’s
Australian background: he was one of five
sons of a Sydney businessman (also
named John Andrew Turner), an
auctioneer and trader in wool and hides.
The family experienced tragedy in 1870
when Dr. Turner’s father died by suicide,
after which his widowed mother moved
the children to England for schooling,
enabling prestigious university paths
(Edinburgh, Oxford, and Cambridge).

Anthony Yates

Editorial comment: Anthony gave this
fascinating talk to the History and
Heritage group at an informal meeting last
December.

FINDING INFORMATION
ABOUT CONSULTATIONS ON
THE INTERNET.

https://consultations.leicester.gov.uk
This website lists all current consultations
hosted by Leicester City Council.

Leicester City Council say “We welcome all
feedback - tell us what your think of our
services by using our comments,
compliments and complaints forms.”
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SMALL ADS

Trade and professional rate £2.50 for up to 25 words. All
other ads. 50p for maximum of 25 words including
telephone number. Please write clearly and leave your
ad., with payment, in an envelope marked Small Ads at
Bennett’'s Home and Garden Supplies, 30 Main Street,
Evington, Leicester. LE5 6DN.

DON’T MOWN ABOUT MOWING
Contact J B GARDEN SERVICES
Large & Small Lawns & Other Gardening Jobs. Tel: 259
7186 . Mobile: 0780 125 9687.

FOR SALE. Ladies bicycle in very good condition. One
careful lady owner. £50 or nearest offer. Tel: 2417707.

FREE. Angel Tri-Walker with shopping basket, hardly
used. Very good condition. Tel: 07814109234.

FOR SALE. Panel heater white 23” x 23”. Economical to
use. V.G.C. £30. Tel: 2415776.

FOUND: Glasses dropped on Church Road pavement
near the War memorial on 20th January. Please enquire
at the Cedars (Tel: 2739482) if you think they could be
yours.

To help raise funds for Friends of Evington’s
projects including for cleaning and greening Evington
Village, and charitable events. Please take bric-a-brac to the
Cedars after 12.00noon or telephone 07910431044 or The
Cedars 2739482.

19th Leicester (Evington) Scout Group

We have three sections according to age: Beavers for ages 6 to 8, Cubs for
ages 8 to 10, and Scouts aged 11+. You can contact us in any of the following
ways: Phone - 2209017.

Email - info@evingtonscouts.org.uk

Facebook - search for Evington Scouts and send us a private message.

24th Leicester (St Philip’s) Air Scout Group

We welcome new members, both boys and girls, to our group of Beavers, Cubs
and Scouts. We meet on Monday evenings at St. Philip’s Church Hall. For more
information, please contact: 2760457.

Email: chrisandpeterhardy@btinternet.com

115th Leicester Scout Group

We meet every week on Saturday mornings. We are based at Coleman
Neighbourhood Centre LE5 4ES for Beavers 6-8, Cubs 8-10.5, Scouts 10.5 - 14,
Explorers 14 - 18.

E-mail: 115thleicesterscouts@gmail.com

www.scouts.org.uk

Instagram:@115leicesterscouts

| Woodcraft groups in Leicester cath.brownhome@ntlworld.com

Hamilton Air Cadets
Mon. & Thurs. 7.00pm - 9.30pm Tel: 2416559.

Neptune Swimming Club
Tel: 299 5575.

Please let us know if you have, or know of, a not-for-profit group for
young people in the LE5 area not mentioned here.
Tel: 07910431044.

chess club, pool and table tennis.

supporting the club and its mission.

Evington Youth Club The Common, Evington, LE5 6EA Tel: 0735 234 4183

https://www.evingtonyouthclub.com
|Facilities for all, offering a safe and fun space for young people to meet and enjoy themselves. Offers football practice, basketball,

When not in use for youth activities, the club’s premises are available for hire. All proceeds from venue hires go directly to

COUNCILLORS’ INFORMATION

The Evington Echo is circulated in Evington Ward, but also
parts of Stoneygate Ward and North Evington Ward.
Here are details of how you can contact a councillor in
your ward.

Evington:

Clir. Deepak Bajaj 0797 609 6183
Clir. Jenny Joannou - 0774 276 6461
Clir. Zuffar Haq - 0774 276 6454

North Evington Ward:

Cllr. Dilip Joshi 0774 276 6456
Clir. Ravi Mahesh 0774 276 6437
Cllr. Sanjay Modhwadia 0778 492 0818

Stoneygate Ward:

Cllr. Manula Sood (Deceased) (see obituary on page 11)
A by-election will take place on 19th February.

Clir. Raffig Moosa Mohammed 0774 276 6430

Cllr. Yasmin Surti 0774 276 6430

Local councillors are elected officials who represent the
interests of residents, making key decisions on local
services like housing and transport, and a clean, pleasant,
workable environment. They act as a bridge between the
community and the council.
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THE CEDARS

The Cedars is a restaurant/bar owned by
King Henry’s Taverns, located on Main
Street, Evington Village that has been in

Clir.Deepk ; the community for over 40 years and is
r.L Clir.Ravi JE
Bajaj Mahesh the only one of the franchise’s 6 pubs
located in Leicester.
- The Cedars has also served as a venue for
P the various social groups like Rummikub,

the Scrabble group and Evington Bloom,
(supported by Friends of Evington,) since
Evington Park House shut down, as well as
a general local centre by the elderly.

Cllr.Jenny
Joannou

Cllr.Sanjay
Modhwadia

In addition to food and drink, the Cedars is
soon to offer musical entertainment on
weekends, and offers a venue for wakes
and parties if booked in advance.

The pub is an integral part of the
community, used as a centre by the
elderly, and regularly raises money for
charity through their Bric-a-Brac sales,
which raised £300 to fund the
defibrillator, frequently raises money for
Sunny Days, and raised £50 for Children In
Need.

Cllr. Raffiqg
Mohammed

Cllr.Zuffar
Haq

¥

ClIr.Dilip
Joshi

Clir.Yasmin  Ariana

Surti

Contributions are welcome. Send them to the Editor or take to Bennett’s Hardware Store.



MEETINGS AT EVINGTON VILLAGE
HALL LE5 6FA

Attitude 4 Dance

Dance classes for children aged 3 upwards
and an adult, ladies only, tap class. All based
at Evington Village Hall. For more information
contact Nicola on nicfb123@hotmail.co.uk

Evington Garden Club
Meetings are on the 3rd Tuesday of the
month at Evington Village Hall from 2.30pm.
As usual, visitors are welcome

17th February. Bees. A talk by Peter
Bounovic.

17th March. - Scents and Sense Ability. - A talk
by Stephen Ashpole.

Further information tel: Merrick on 2705950.

Silver Swans Ballet Classes
Sessions are held on Thursday morning from
9.15am through to 12.45pm. For more
information about joining a class, please
contact Vanessa 07765 407323.
nelliebeeswans@gmail.com
www.nelliebeeballet.co.uk

Fun, Fitness and Zumba Dance
Exercises

Every Monday 6.30pm to 7.30pm. £3.00 a
session.

A Friends of Evington supported event.Tel:
2204525/07910431044. A waiting list may
apply. See more information on page 5.

Women’s Institute

Humberstone Heights and Belgrave WI.
Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of the
month from 2.00pm to 4.00pm at Evington
Village Hall. You are welcome to come along.
For more information about joining contact
Barbara on 077 138 04407.

Leicester Recorder Players

Meet at Evington Village Hall on Saturday
afternoons 2.30pm - 5.00pm (Twice
monthly). Please contact us for more
details. Email leicester@srp.org.uk

EVINGTON LIBARY
Weekly Sessions:

- warm welcome
10.00am -

Wednesday mornings
coffee morning drop ins.
12.00noon.

Tuesday mornings 1000am - 12noon.
Toddler time.

Saturday mornings 11.00am - 12.30pm
Puzzle Library Play for 8 years and under.
Children can enjoy playing with a range of
different puzzles.

One day event

February half term. Either 18th or 19th
February. Full craft session for children
5+. To confirm the date and times
telephone 4540320.

MEETINGS AT ST. DENYS PARISH
CENTRE LE5 6FA

Monday Meet on the 1st and 3rd
Mondays in the month 2.00pm to 4.00pm.
Tea and chat.

Lily House Bereavement Support.
Tuesday evenings from 7.30pm to 9.30pm.
For more information contact 2739714.
Please leave your name and phone number
and your call will be returned.

Gentle Exercise Group meet weekly
on Thursdays from 10.30am to 11.30am.
Tel: 07910431044.

EVINGTON LOCAL HISTORY AND
HERITAGE GROUP

Venue: St. Denys Parish Centre

Meetings are on the 2nd Wednesday in the
month from 2.30pm to 4.00pm. £3.00 a
session for visitors, includes coffee and tea.
£20 a year for members.

Wednesday 11th February. Edwardian
Leicester. An illustrated talk by
Cynthia Brown.

Wednesday 11th March. Following on from
the talk in November about the garden
behind Wigston Framework Knitters Museum,
we welcome Bill Boulter to tell us about the
museum itself.

Wednesday 8th April . Roman Towns of
Leicestershire and Rutland. Peter Liddle
(previously County Archaeologist).

ST DENYS CHURCH
Every Thursday at 10.00am. Holy
Communion with Homily (Book of
Common Prayer) or Morning Prayer
followed by refreshments.

Sundays at 10.00am. Holy Communion
with refreshments in the parish centre
afterwards.

Our website is https://stdenys.org.uk On
this website you can download weekly
bulletins. Contact office@stdenys.org.uk
Tel: 0780 3 82 8454.

World Language Day

An Evington Echo event
Saturday 21st February
10.00am - 2.00pm. Free.
Bishop Street Chapel.
More information
Contact 07817720688
or Editor for this magazine.
See page 5.

Heritage Hub

Saturday 21st March
at University of Leicester.

A date for your diary.
Community reporters’ training
with the Evington Echo and Soar
Sound Radio. See page 5.

Beetle Drive in aid of Evington Village
Fete and Show. See advert on page 3.
Saturday 7th March 3.00pm - 5.30pm.

Visit the Evington Echo website at .evingtonecho.uk

MEETINGS AT EDEN CAFE
LE5 6DN

EDEN’S KNIT AND NATTER GROUP

Tuesdays 12.00 noon at the Eden Café Bar,
Main Street. Tel: Linda on 077 587 322.

EVINGTON FAMILY HISTORY GROUP

Meetings are at the Eden Café Bar, 11 Main
Street, every Wednesday 10.00am to 12.00
noon. Tel: Barbara on 077 138 04407.

THE CEDARS LE5 6DN

RUMMIKUB CLUB
Monday morning 11.00am. Rummikub is a
board game. £1.50 includes a tea or coffee
and a biscuit.

EVINGTON SOCIAL CLUB
Every Wednesday from 11.00am to 1.00pm at
The Cedars, Main Street, Evington. £1.50 with
tea, coffee, biscuits provided. Tel: Renuka on
07514 202579.

EVINGTON SCRABBLE GROUP
Every Thursday from 11.00am to 1.00pm at
The Cedars, Main Street, Evington. £1.50 with
tea, coffee, biscuits provided.
Tel: Lesly on 2419096.

GOODWOOD EVANGELICAL CHURCH
GAMEL ROAD LE5 6TB

Messy Church - first Sunday of the month
4.00pm to 5.30pm. Craft, music, food and
friendship within a Christian church.
The Ark for parents, carers and pre-schoolers
Wednesdays 9.30am - 11.30am .
For all other meetings contact
Taylor on
079 0294 6004.
www.goodwoodevangelicalchurch.org.uk

Stephen

SCRAPTOFT PLAYERS
At The White House Thurnby. Amateur
dramatics group looking for more adult
members. Rehearsals Thursday evening and
some Sunday afternoons. Not for profit and
donating to charity.
Contact Jude on 07946 414982.

Crown Hills Art Society
For details of their regular meetings, etc.
www.crownbhillsartsociety.co.uk
crownhillsartsociety@gmail.com

BHANGRA CLASSES
Mondays: At Judgemeadow Community College
for adults and children.

Saturdays: at Hamilton Community College for
adults.Tel: Preet on 07525153284.

NORDIC WALKING
Walking using these long poles is a great way
to improve your mental and physical
wellbeing.
ministryofnordicwalks@gmail.com or phone
Penny on 0750 2 57 6764.

EVINGTON HOUSE YOGA
at Mayflower Methodist Church, Ethel Road,
LE5 5ND
Mondays 6.00 - 7.00pm with Manjula (Ladies).
Wednesday 6.00 - 7.00pm (Ladies). See
advert on page 8.
Tel: Manjula on 07448 732696.
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Hayter, Mountfield,
Honda, Qualcast etc

Used mowers and parts

Bought and sold
Shears sharpaned

ESTABLISHED
FOR 50 YEARS

Unit 5, 57a Gwendolen Road, Leics, LES 5FL

0116 273 4027

Call the local helpline

0808 80 200 28

Listening - Understanding - Helping

MAIS

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Est 1999

* Honest & Reliable Service
» Free Estimates

C
Gﬂlﬁg 07944 213 496

# High Quality Workmanship

Building Work * Bathrooms
Kitchens « Plastering
Plumbing * Electrics

Floor & Wall Tiling

NEWTON

ESTATE AGENTS - GADHY

: _J,'l/-: '} OLU I~ ave a .h-ﬁ? O .," er ‘[J o ; ,_)

Opening hours
Monday - Fridays - 09.00 - 17.30

Saturdays - 09.30 - 13.30

|
No Sale No Fee

. Call us today to book in for your -~ == property valuation...

J-?-.-:] _J=!al A ;-T
| 0176 3660990
2 Brnaksby Drlve The Parade, Dadhy Laicester LE2 5AA
'.5?.-'\-_-"-' .'.I 18WLOni |
ZOOD'CJ ceutontullowel . &1 rightmove

WE'RE HIRING
CARERS

iy Sppon
[ B
1 Srriors

Join our domiciliary carer team in Leicester
Make a real difference in people's lives

Wiy wrark withut Requirpmeniz
5 Cpa0r Fotes A0 i TR LSO ) o g -k v - bg-ghaoi wsis

i Full iradning & srgoimeg suppan
¥ Flasibls ity foatann Eam-Cpmi

i Frmardng werk helping peopis Foe turny

.':c.w:l mmmmm bon sl iz ypohen &
¥ s gl
. Please send your CV and
availability to

-

asas.recruitmentd7 @gmail.com

5 i g b bradn an vk m part ol @

ABBEY SUPPORT & SERVICES

WHY CHOOSE US?

Fl Family-Like Care - Warm, respectiul support
that brings peace of mind.

5 Tollored Core Plang - Personalised 10 your
one's | festyle and nesds.

El Famitiar Faces - Consistancy with the same
dudicated carera whanever poisibie.

¥l Respect & Dlgnity - PFromating Independence
while honouring imdividual preferences.

El Fully-Trained Carera - Skilled, compenionsts
staff trained in specislist care.

BOOK YOUR FREE
ASSESSMENT TODAY!

Providing care throughaut
Lelcester (LET-LES].

L0116 222 BAGE
“info@abbeysuppartandienvices.com
Hwww.abbeysupportandseryices.com

fowad

it e Respite Care Social Care
Care Care Care
Bathing, dressing Claaning, Shopping. Dhamentia, Ehart-tarm, Companianship,
mokility, medication meal p et ﬁ:ubllltl:u. chronig Dvrf:::htr:lurl?ulw hobbies, social
Sipkset 5 |=|-|T nisRs, tharapy [ T Fmily BVENTS,

EUPPOTL. CANErS. appolntments.

WE

CALL BARKERS

BENNETT’S

HARDWARE:GARDEN SUPPLIES-DIY
Open: Tuesday - Saturday 8.45am - 5.15pm

SELLING &

RGE RANGE OF

RENTING
HOM

WILD BIRD FOOD
AT LOW PRICES

0116 270 93 WIDE CHOICE OF QUALITY FEEDERS

EESCOUMTED FEES UM THE PRESENTATRIN OF THIS FLVER AT YOUR NO QBLEIATION VALUATKIN

Barkers

30 Main Street Evington Village
OPPOSITE THE CEDARS PUB Tel: 273 116




